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Statement of
Mr, James B. Webb, Administrator
National Aeronautics :,nd Space Administration
beiore the
Comrmittee on ne"'Oﬁ utical and Space Sciences
Urnited States Senate
June 7, 1861
r, Chairman, Members of the Committee: .

For myself, 1\/Ir.‘ Gilpatric, and Dr. Scaborg, I should like to thank
you for the opportunity to appear jointly to present the national space
program which President Kennedy has recommended to the Congress.

On March 24tn the Preum ent submitted a request for an increase
of $125 million in the civilian space program. This subrission was (1) to
fund more adequately the F-1 1 1/2 million-pounc-thrust engine which
continues to show real promise as a basic building block for large boosters,
and (2) to provide fulée to step up the C-2 version of the Saturn booster
10 increase the Saturn capability from about 20 thousand pounds in a low
earth orbit to over 40 thousand pounds, There were other items included,
but they were all based on the Presi s decision that we should proceed
at once to plan and carry out manned space flight projects beyond the
Mercury program and to proceed as rapidly as possible toward the practical
utilization of the scientific and technological information :and capability

ained through our space eiffort, To utilizathe technology which was
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emerging from our investment in gpace, worlk towsrd

tremendous value was included in such arecas as communications satellites
and weather satellites,

On May 24th, the House of Represantatives authorized the
President's Initizl reguests and in some programs authorized increases,

The results ¢f action by the House are now before you in H,R. 6374,

a

On May 25th, President Kennedy reporied 10 the Congress.that,
regarding the space program, ”V' the advice of the Vice Pr s'1 dent, who
is Chalrman of the National Space Council, we have examined where we are
strong and where we are not, where we may succeed and where we may
not, ® The President then made additional policy recommendations, in

these words: "Now it is time to take loncer strides -~ time for a great

ake g clearly leading

i

new American enterprise -- time for this nation:. o

role in space achievement, which in many ways meay hold the key to our

’

- future on earth, "

!,

Having stated these views with respect 0 space, the President

then used these words: "Let it be clear -- and this is a judgment which
the mem! s of Congress must finally make -~ let it be clear that I am
as (ing the Congress and the country to accept a iirm comrmitment to a
new course of action -- a course which will last for many years and carry
x}ery heavy costs. e et

The following day, May 26'1";, the President submitted additional
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estimates of new obligational authority needed for the IS
arounting to $549 mill’on for the National Acroncutics and Space Adminls

Defense, $23 million for the
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Atomic Eneray Commission, and $03 miliion dollars for the Weather
? v
Bureau of the Department of Comimsrce.

With your permission, I should like to indicazte the mealn areas of
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increase fo r the National Aeronauvil Adrainistration a?_d then

Mz, Gilpatric and Dr. Seaborg will explain t

L -

ment of Defense and the Atomic Energy Coramission.

In the 548 million dOlla.fS increase for the Neational Aerconautics
and Space Administration are the following:

For the Apollo spac'ecraft and for supporting research facilitles
and work in the life sciences, $202, 50C, GCU;

o

For the F-1 engine, with needed test and other facilities, for the
Névc. vehicle with nectssary test and other facilities, and activities related
to an aggressive; beginning on the Nova vehicle, §12l.5 million dollars;

For unmanned lunar exploration, $58 million;

For general supporting research, "trackingustaﬁon facilities,
sounding—rocket programs, and advanced-facility de‘sign, $74 million;

‘To spjeed up both the resezrch and a start toward a transitional

system of communications satellites, 350 million;

For engine developraent for the nuclear rocket Rover, $23 million;
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For the purchase and launch of additional Tiros weather saicllites
O N
S SO tﬂat one can be Kept continuously in orbit until the VWeather Bureau is

o

able to place in operation its world-wide system based on the Nimbusg
satellite, $22 ml*llo-- collar

The above increases, added to those vrevicusly recommmeaded by

request for the National Aeronautics and Space Administration for «,flp
fiscal year 1982 of §l, 784, 300, 000, My associates end I are prepared to
present the details of this budget reguest following the statements to be
made by Mr, Gilpatric and Dr. Sezborg.

The sums requested are nécessary 10 an adeguate nationel space

™
<J program and to a repid buiid-up toward the accoraplishment of the objectives
which have been stated by the President. These requests, token together
with those o be presented on behalf of othe other agencies, constitute a-hard
hitting, well-rounded, natio-nal space eifort,

In the exécution of this very important program, the President
has directed each of us holding a major rmanagerent responsibility to work
closely with the officlals in other agencies concerned; to make every effort
to use the most efficient resources availsble to the Government wherever
they may be, and to keep the Vice President and staff of the Space Council
thoroughly abreast of our eflorts. For myself, I would like to say thatl

have never found better teamwork than has been achieved in the development
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